
So what is Lent?  Lent is a time or 
season in which we prepare ourselves 
for Easter.  The time of preparation is 40 
days among the Methodist Church.  
Many of you may recognize that the forty 
days corresponds to the time Jesus 
spent in the dessert preparing for his 
public ministry.  You may also notice that 
if Lent starts on Ash Wednesday and 
concludes the Saturday before Easter 
that it is more than 40 days in length.  
B e c a u s e 
e a c h 
Sunday is 
considered 
Holy or in 
s o m e 
circles a 
“ m i n i -
Easter” they 
are not 
c o u n t e d 
towards the 
preparation.   
M a n y 
people give 
things up 
for Lent to help them prepare, a method 
of fasting.  However the things we often 
give up do not help bring us closer to 
God or prepare us for Easter.  Also 
interesting to note is that Sundays are 
not free days as many think.  Because 
they are considered Holy we should be 
at rest or giving up our worldly desires 
for the Holy Day.  So really we are not 
supposed to pig out on Chocolate or 
sodas every Sunday to help us make it 
another week. 
Now what is Missional Lent?  This is our 
time of preparation for our “mission.”   
The difference is this lasts all year long 

and not just 40 days.  The mission is 
supposed to become a part of our life, 
part of our daily activities, part of our daily 
devotional, part of our daily thoughts.  I 
am not talking about mission trips here, 
though they are a part of this.  I am talking 
about living our lives on a daily basis as 
part of a missional lifestyle.   
What can we do to prepare ourselves 
missionally?  Many of the same things we 

do during 
Lent. When 
searching the 
U n i t e d 
M e t h o d i s t 
W e b s i t e , 
s e v e r a l 
actions came 
across to 
prepare for 
E a s t e r 
i n c l u d i n g :  
Repentance, 
S e l f -
R e f l e c t i o n , 
Prayer, Bible 
Study, Praise, 

and Fasting. 
The fasting may take on a different look 
such as giving up a week to go to Peru, 
using your gas to deliver meals around 
town, giving up a bag of groceries for the 
mission box, or giving up some time to 
help out at VBS. 
Self-Reflection is also especially 
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  
Understanding your spiritual gifts, talents 
and resources will help you to find your 
place in God’s Plan.  When we better 
understand our own faith, strengths and 
weaknesses we will be better prepared to 
help others. 
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The King will reply,’ I tell 
you the truth, whatever 
you did for one of the 
least of these brothers 
of mine, you did for me.’ 
Matthew 25:40 NIV 
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Check us out on 
Facebook.  The group’s 

name is I Dig  Peru.  
Discuss the trips, share 

photos, look at old videos 
and connect with interns 

from past trips. 

Please feel free to copy 
this newsletter to anyone 

or any group you may 
think is interested.  Go to 
our website to view past 
issues or to request the 

newsletter. 



Item Team Date  

Give Up Change for Lent Dunlap’s February 21-April 4 

Downtown Coffee and 
Creamery First Friday 

Dunlap’s March 5 

Stevie B’s Pizza Peru March 7 

Team Meeting Peru March 9 

Full Dimension Ministry Annual 
Banquet 

Tanzania March 14 

Joe Corbi’s Delivery Peru March 17th  

Wednesday Night Supper Peru March 17 

Mutt’s Night in Mauldin Peru March 18 

4-8 PM 

Yard Sale Drop Off Peru March 20 

Rev. William Makali visits 
MUMC 

Tanzania March 21 all three 
services 

MUMC Spring Fling (Praise) Peru March 21 

Wednesday Night Supper Peru March 24 

African Palm Crosses at MUMC Outreach March 28 

Deadline for $500 raised 
individually 

Peru March 31 

Downtown Coffee and 
Creamery First Friday 

Dunlap’s April 2 

Yard Sale Drop Off Peru April 10 

Team Meeting Peru April 13 

Blood Drive at MUMC Outreach April 19 

Yard Sale Drop Off Peru April 24 

MUMC Golf Tournament MUMC Men April 25 

Skate Night Peru April 25: 5:30-7PM 

Jeff Campbell at MUMC 
Traditional Services 

Outreach May 2 

Wednesday Night Supper and 
Presentation 

Peru May 5 

Downtown Coffee and 
Creamery First Friday 

Dunlap’s May  7 

Team Meeting Peru May  11 

Yard Sale Peru May 15 

Mission Sunday at MUMC Outreach May 16 

Calendar of Events 
We are now into the heart of the fund-
raising season.  During March we have 7 
fundraising events and need to put as 
much energy forward as possible.   

1st up is the Stevie B’s Pizza  event where 
we get $2 from everyone who orders a 
pizza buffet.  So stop in for lunch after 
church or before the Songs and Stories 
event at the church.  This is the Stevie B’s 
on Woodruff Road. 

We have two Wednesday night dinners 
featuring John MacKeil’s world famous 
spaghetti and a delicious meal from Pat 
Hendrix.  Team members will need to 
work both of these events and help get the 
word out so people will sign up.  These will 
be on March 17th and 24th. 

Mutt’s Night this year will very different.  
We will not be waiting tables or collecting 
tips, but we get 20% for all the receipts we 
collect from orders taken between 4 and 8 
PM.  We will have to collect the receipts 
off site so we will need someone to be 
available at the church to collect these 
receipts that night. This will happen on 
March 18th. 

We also have the Joe Corbi’s pick up on 
March 17th so remind the person’s who 
bought from you and be there to help out. 

This year’s Spring Fling still has some 
items not settled yet dealing with the 
musical entertainment, but I feel certain all 
will be resolved this week.  We may be 
looking to fill some time with video 
segments if anyone would be willing to be 
interviewed on camera.  We will need help 
setting up the games and tables in both 
the Leisure Ministries Building and the 
Spirit Center.  This is not just a fundraiser 
but a community outreach event so please 
help us get the word out.  We will have 
free games for kids again this year with 
prizes.  This year we are adding a 
basketball free throw shoot out. 

Team members should also remember the 
deadline for the $500 mark is March 31st. 

Peru Updates 
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